Beauty Salon Nail Technician Sanitation & Safety Guidelines
	Yes
	No
	N/A
	Basic Sanitation Practices

	 
	 
	 
	Techs should clean their hands and their clients’ hands and feet prior to each service. 

	 
	 
	 
	All tools that come in contact with clients must be properly cleaned and disinfected before serving another client.

	 
	 
	 
	If metal tools come in contact with blood, bodily fluids, infection or any other potentially dangerous fluid, they must be immediately cleaned and disinfected. If a nail file or other porous tool comes in contact with blood, it must be disposed of immediately. 

	 
	 
	 
	Store clean, disinfected tools in a clean container or lined drawer with the label ‘disinfected’ on it. This area must be separate from soiled or used tools and files. 

	 
	 
	 
	Keep records of cleaning and disinfecting of foot spas.

	 
	 
	 
	Use only hospital-grade disinfectant products that are virucidal, bactericidal and fungicidal. They must be at least 10 per cent bleach or have a 70 per cent or higher isopropyl or ethyl alcohol content.

	 
	 
	 
	Use clean towels and/or manicure mats for each client.

	 
	 
	 
	Dispose of used or remaining products between clients.

	 
	 
	 
	Use single-use, disposable tools to remove products from containers before application. Or, remove products from their containers with a clean, disinfected tool, and then put the product into a disposal container.

	 
	 
	 
	Use an applicator bottle or dropper to apply products to clients’ body parts.

	 
	 
	 
	If blood or bodily fluids come in contact with any salon surface, nail techs should put on protective, disposal gloves and clean the area with hospital-grade disinfectant.


Porous and Non-Porous Tools:


Porous Tools:

· Items are made of cloth, wood or other absorbent materials. 
· Includes nail files, orangewood sticks, cotton, paper mats, towels and buffer blocks.
· Damaged or destroyed by cleaning porous items must be disposed of after each use.
· Porous items contaminated with blood, bodily fluids or touched by broken skin must be disposed of immediately. 
· Porous tools used on healthy nails can be cleaned by manually brushing off visible debris and then immersing the tools in disinfected (70 per cent or higher isopropyl or ethyl alcohol or 10 per cent bleach solution).
· Wash towels, chamois, buffing bits and other similar items in a washing machine with normal detergent after each use.
Non-Porous Tools:

· Items are made of metal, plastic or glass.
· Includes nippers, scissors, combs, metal or fibreglass-backed files and drill bits.
· All non-porous tools must be disinfected after each use.
· Clean off visible debris and then immerse tools in your disinfectant solution or solution that is 70 per cent or higher isopropyl or ethyl alcohol for 10 minutes.
· Clean and disinfect brushes that are used to remove debris from foot spas, tubs or basins.
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	Chemical Safety for Nail Technicians

	 
	 
	 
	Nail techs should follow all manufacturers’ guidelines for using chemicals. 

	 
	 
	 
	Have a Safety Data Sheet (SDS) on file for every product used at the salon that could potentially cause injury or harm. The SDS provides information regarding reactions, spills, ingredients and disposal. Make sure your employees read and understand this information.

	 
	 
	 
	Make sure that your ventilation system provides fresh air intake and exhaustion of stale air. Use a system that directs airborne debris away from the breathing area of nail techs and their clients.

	 
	 
	 
	Provide metal rubbish receptacles with a lid to reduce vapours from soiled materials.

	 
	 
	 
	Do not permit smoking in the salon. Also do not light candles near areas where nail products are used.

	
	
	
	Store nail-care products away from sources of heat or ignition in closed containers.
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